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Hairpin Lace 

 

Of all the new things I've learned in my life, this has been one of the hardest to catch on to. 
I tried the instructions I received with my first loom (which was defective as I could only use 
two of the holes - the others were too small for the posts). Then I thought - the Internet. 
You can always find things on the Internet. I did find instructions, but none of them helped 
me to understand. I could do something but it didn't look like the pictures said it was 
supposed to. I knew I was doing something wrong, but couldn't figure out what. Then I saw 
a different sort of loom at Annie's Attic (bless you, Annie, wherever you are). I also ordered 
a "how to" manual. To you I suggest, just get the loom. The instructions are the best I've 
seen, though still not entirely adequate. You may want to enlarge them, however. Once I 
did that, I found it a little easier. 

 
Figure 1 

Here is my first pitiful effort (fig. 1), which I am showing to you so you won't feel so badly if 
yours doesn't come out as nicely as it might, and if yours DID come out, you can say you 
did it right the FIRST time. LOL Next to it is my next effort (fig. 3), much improved. Of 
course, I didn't have these excellent instructions to work by. LOLOLOL 

 
Figures 2 and 3 

Don't try to get fancy if you're just beginning. Just get the basic stitch down. Then you can 
play with it. 
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I'm not going to (purposely) show you the wrong steps I took to make the item on the left. 
I will (hopefully) show you the correct steps to take to make a hairpin lace project that will 
look like it is supposed to look. 

Since I do not have three hands, I will have to get an assist with the pictures. I know you all 
like pictures. *grin* Thanks for the help, Kate! 

First thing to do is to take the top plastic piece off the loom (fig. 4), then pull out the middle 
pin (fig. 5). 

 
Figures 4 and 5 

You will leave the top plastic piece off while you work because it's easier to maneuver the 
hook back and front. If you WANT to leave it on, you certainly CAN if you can maneuver the 
crochet hook through it. Some folks like to get (or cut) a really short hook for this purpose. 
I actually had a tiny short hook, but the hook part was too small for the yarn I was working 
with. I used a Clover hook, which is shorter than my other hooks, but still not as short as 
the little white one I had. I'll try to remember to take a picture of them later. 

Okay, now you need to make a slip knot (fig. 6, just as you do whenever you begin a 
crochet project, but you will not slip it onto your crochet hook. You will slip it on the left pin 
(as it's facing you), with the knot to the inside between the two pins, and the beginning 
strand in front (fig 7).  Make sure your slip knot loop is not twisted. If you don't know how 
to make a slip knot, go to my beginning crochet tutorials. I have more pics there. 

    
Figures 6 and 7 

Then you will wrap your yarn around the right pin this way: the yarn is in your left hand, in 
front of you. Bring it to the right, past the right-side pin and to the back of that pin. (Fig. 8) 
Tighten as you will need some tension to work. also, try to keep the knot in the center, 
between the two pins. This will be one of the hardest things, just as in when you first 
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learned to crochet. You need to develop some method of keeping even tension as you work. 
(the yarn in my left hand is the yarn from the skein.) 

 
Figure 8 

Next you will insert your hook between the two loops that make up your slip knot, from 
bottom to top. In other words, come from under the loops and go in between the two loops. 
Then bring your hook behind the yarn you've just wrapped over and grab that yarn with 
your hook. 

 
Figure 9 

Pull the yarn through the space you just entered from, in a downward motion 
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Figures 10 and 11 

Yarn over (just as in regular crochet) by bringing your yarn from the back, over and around 
the hook. Then pull through the loop on your hook. 

  
Figures 12 and 13 

 

 
Figures 14 (closeup) 
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Now, hold your hook head down and turn your loom as you would a page in a book - lift the 
right edge of your loom as you would your page and turn the "book" so the right edge of 
your page is now on the left side. Some manuals call this clockwise - right to left - pull the 
right pin towards you, knock it over so the right pin is now the left pin. You will always turn 
your loom in the same direction. The turn will cause your yarn (the yarn coming from your 
skein) to wrap around the right pin to the back, giving you a new loop. (Figure 15 shows the 
loops)Bring your hook back to the front. 

There are two loops on your left pin. You will insert your hook under the front loop, coming 
from the bottom. The inclination is to grab that back loop which is sitting there, but it is the 
front loop you go under. So you're going in between the two loops, from bottom to top, just 
as before. 

 
Figure 15 

Yarn over with the new loop and pull that new loop through the same space where you just 
came through (between the front and back loops but now you're going down instead of up)  

 
Figure 16 
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Figure 17 

Yarn over again (Fig. 18)  

 
Figure 18 

Pull through all loops to complete a single crochet 

 
Figure 19 

The next part is what I couldn't find a picture of anywhere. Most instructions stop with that 
single crochet and then show a completed piece and how to end. We're going to go further 
here. 

First you have to face your hook downward and turn your loom clockwise again. You now 
have a new loop and are ready to make another single crochet. 
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Figure 20 

Insert hook under that front loop (between the front and back loops) coming from the 
bottom with your hook facing up. (Fig. 21) 

 
Figure 21 

Yarn over and pull through all loops to complete another single crochet. You will continue in 
this manner, turning your hook clockwise and making single crochets as above.  

 
Figure 22 

You will always go under the top loop and grab your new loop for your yarn over. 

If you run out of space on your loom, place the top plastic piece back on the loom and 
remove the bottom piece. Work off as many loops as you need to and replace the bottom 
plastic piece and remove the top piece again. Then continue working. When you're done, 
just pull the end of the yarn through the last loop, just as you would end in regular crochet. 
You will sew ends in later as well. 
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What can you do with the braid that you've made? There are pattern leaflets available. The 
how-to leaflet I purchased had a number of patterns and there are leaflets geared towards 
just this craft. 

Now that you have the basics down, you can go on to the many variations. You can go 
under two loops, put more single crochets in the middle etc etc. A good how-to book will 
give you the variations. 

You can also work with all three pins and you can thread that big hole to get a stabilizing 
yarn. I'm not going to go into all that, but the loom comes with some of this information, 
and you can the rest through leaflets or online. 

Have fun! 

  

 


